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An APPE AL, Sc. 
My Lox, 75 * 


Very trifling Iucident has given Riſe to th's 
APPEAL, and therefore, I mult intirely rely 
on your Grace's Goodneſs, for an Excuie 
of my Preſumption, in ſending it. A 
7 LzrrER was lately put into my Hands, 
addreſſed to your Grace; wherein the Writer ſeems to 
have intended Nothing leſs than an Inſult on your 
Grace's known Wiſdom and Learning, by attempting 
to impoſe upon you as genuine Principles of Roman 
Catholics, tome impious and deteftable 'Venets, which 
diſgrace not only Religion, but Humanity itſelf ; and 
which that People are ever ready and wiliing to diſclaim, 
in the moſt public and folemn Manner. And he pre- 
tends to have taken this bold Step, with a View to in- 
duce your Grace to make a vigorous Oppoſition to a 
Bill for Regiſtering a certain Number of Popiſh Prieſts, 
then before the Lords; for having generouſly oppoſed 
which, in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, and for Dane 
thereby defeated the fevere Purpoſes and Deſigns © 
it's Promoters, againſt that innoxious Set of Men, your 
Grace, it is well known, has received the Thanks and 
Bleſſings of all the Lay and Clerical People of that Com- 
munion among us. | 

At the ſame Time with the before mentioned Let- 
TER, was delivered to me a SERMON, preached by the 
Reverend Doctor B——:;, on the 23d of October laſt, 
entitled, 4 friendly Call ts the Roman Cathalics, to 
which he has prefixed an Epiſtle Dedicatory to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of -I, the great Patron of 
this Bill. This Sermon, my Lord, if really meant for 
the Information and Improvement, and not the Amuſe- 
ment only, of his Hearers, ſeems to me one of the od- 
deſt and moſt un naccountable Performances that ever 
was delivered from a Pulpit: For, being apparently 
calculated for the ſame evil Purpoſe of calumniating the 
Papiſts, which is ſo viſible in the Letter to your Grace; 
yet it carneſtly preſſeth the paſſing of that Bill, (a) as 
a great preſent Indulgence to their Clergy, and as an 
_ Earneſt of a greater, which they are to expe, on this 
(a) See Dedicat. 5 35 


A 2 : Condition 


1 7 R Y = 


Doctor B 


Condition only, that they make no clandeſtine Oppoſi- 
tion to it; in Caſe of which Oppoſition, he ſcruples not 
to threaten them with much intended Sewerity. 

Ik, indeed, the Letter - writer thinks, as he pretends 
to do, (but as I ſhall demonſtrate to your Grace, he does 
not,) that the paſſing of this Bill into a Law, would 
be an Indulgence to Roman-Catholics, one might eaſily 
account for his having ſo groſly miſrepreſented them, 
in order to make them appear unworthy of that, and 
every other Favour. But, peremptorily to inſiſt, as 
— has done, that, the acknowledged 
ſpiritual Head of theſe People is actually Anticbriſt, and 
their Religion idolatrous ; that (4) the Right of com 


pelling Recuſants, and applying for their Converſion, 


by Fire, Racks, Faggots and Gibbets, is of the very 
Eſſence of that Religion, and inſeparable from it's 

onſtitution, as having the Sanction of all it's Canons 
and Councils;“ and, at the ſame Time, and in the 
ſame Breath, to preach vehemently. for it's legal Eſta- 
bliſhment, and for the Eaſe, Security and Protection of 
it's Profeſſors, is, in Truth, a Manner of Proceeding, 


my Lord, which I am utterly unable to account for, in 


any other but an ironical Senſe. | | 

What a Compliment, my Lord, (were this Man ſe- 
Tious,) muſt he have made to hisnoble Patron, by telling 
both him, and the Public, that all his Lordſhip's Study, 
Induſtry, and Endeavours, to get this Bill paſſed into 
a Law, were ſolely intended to confer a ſingular Favoui, 
by Means of it, on thoſe, whom he himſelf, has repre- 
ſented as the crueleſt, and worſt-principled of Men? 

{ muſt intreat your Grace's Excuſe, for having thus 
brought together two Writers of ſeemingly oppoſite Views 
and Inclinations, as to the paſſing of this Regiſtry Bill; 
but who, by their perfect Union and Harmony, in flan- 
dering the Roman-Catholics, have jointly furniſhed our 


Legiſlators with Reaſons enough for infliding that, and 


indeed a much greater Severity upon them. I will, 
therefore, in this Place, lay open to your Grace ſome 


Part of that wretched Sophiſtry, (no matter whether 
real, or affected.) which they Both have made ule of, 


to promote this their unfriendly Deſign ; by which 
Means, I hope, it will be found true in this Caſe, as 


( 5 ) Serm. p. 13. 


it 


. 

it has been in many others, that Calumny and Impoſture 
may, ſometimes, turn out to the Confuſion and Dif- 
appointment of their Inventors, by fruſtrating thoſe 
very Schemes and Purpoſes, which they were contrived 

. 5 r 
our Grace needs not to be told, that no Opinions or 
Actions of particular Papi/ts, or of any Number of them, 
of whatever Rank or CharaQter they be, can, with 
Truth and Juſtice, be imputed to the popi/h Religion it- 
ſelf, as being, or flowing from, an eſſential Part or Te- 
net of it ; unleſs it inconteſtably appears, that that Re- 
ligion has, by an univerſally allowed Dogmof Faith, au- 
thoriſed ſuch Opinions and Actions, and condemned 
and preſcribed, from her Communion, all. thoſe, who 
ae to believe and act otherwiſe, As I do, with great 
but modeſt Confidence, appeal to your Grace's known 
Candor and Learning, for the Truth of this Aſſertion, 
(although many malevolent Attempts have been made to 
impoſe the Rewer/e of it on the World,) I humbly aſk 
your Grace in what Reſpect can that Religion, or the 
Profeſſors of it, (now, and for fo many Years paſt living 
quietly among us, ) be juſtly charged with the wicked 
Rebellion in 1641, or the Maſſacres committed in it; 
altho' it is confeſſed that the then Rebels were all Pa- 
pifts ; and altho' many of their Prieſts (for all did not 
either ated, or encouraged others to act in it? As juſt- 
ly, in Truth, may the Religion of the preſent Proteſiants 
in France, tho' a People remarkably Loyal, be charged 
with authorizing Rebellion and Murder, on Account of 
the frequent Tnfirre@ions and Devaſtations of their: Hu- 
gonot Predeceſſors; not to mention the numerous and 
Patbirows Maſſacres committed by the Boors in Germa- 
ny, in the Beginning and firſt Progreſs of the Reformati: 
on there, with an avowed Deſign of extending and pro- 
pagating it, or the other more recent Rebellions, and 
their dreadſul Conſequences, nearer Home, entered in- 
to and proſecuted for the ſume declared Purpoſe of root; 
ng.out Popery, and eſtabliſhing the true Prateſſam Re; 
jgion. „„ 

| gut this, my Lord, is an invidious gubject, on which 
the Bigots of beth Parties have but 799 much to reprœach 
each other with, and which the Wife and Unbiafſed of 
either will as carefully avoid medling with, as they Go 
* „ lincerely 


(6) 
ſincerely concur and agree in condemning the Rebellion 
ſelf. The Eail of Caſtlebawen, on the Side of the Pa- 


piſts, conſeſſeth, (c) © that great Cruelties were commit- 


ted by the Iriſh, on the Engliſh; tho' not (adds his 
Lordſhip) the twentieth Part of what is reported. And 
Doctor Borlaſe, on that of the Proteſtants, does not de- 


ny, (d)** that many Things were ſeverely committed by 


the Engliſh on the Iriſh, in that War, contrary to the 


Law of Arms, and Chriſtianity itſelf.” As for the pre- 
vious occaſional Cauſe of this Inſurrection, my Lord. 
our noble Hiſtorian himſelf thought the 1riſb (in whoſe 
Favour he was by no Means partial) might have excuſed 


themſelves to the King, on that Score, (e) by the un- 
juſtifiable Proceedings of thoſe, who then were unhap- 
2 intruſted with the Adminiſtration of Juſtice and 


Polity in Ireland; and who derived all their Power from, 


and intirely acted under the Authority and Influence 
of ſuch Perſons in England, as were reſolved, with moſt 


Paſſion, Uncharitableneſs and Violence to proſecute that 


whole Nation, and the Religion that was moſt exerciſed 
there.“ (J). | 2 
But, in order to take off your Grace's Attention 


from ſo melancholy and diſagreeable a Subject, as that 
J have been now forced upon is, I muſt repeat it to 


your Grace, that I have ſome ftrong Suſpicions, (and I 
am going to acquaint you with the Reaſons of them,) 
that, however warm and enthuſiaſtic theſe Writers ſeem 
to be, in that infamous Charge which they have brought 


againſt Roman Catholics ; they yet both believe and 


know it to 1 0 5 and unjuſt in every Part of it. And 
ro begin with Dr. B—#; that Gentleman, my Lord, 
(after having exerted all his Wit and Eloquence, in his 
friendly CALL to Roman Catholics,) to perſuade his Au- 
dience and the Public, that theſe People had, by the 
eſſential Tenets of their Religion, before-mentioned, 


(g)“ declared War againſt Mankind, and conſequently 


forfeited their Pretentions to all ſocial Priviledges, and 
the Protection of every State, where theirs is not the 
ruling Religion ;” that Gentleman, I ſay, after having 
pronounced the ſevere Sentence upon them, has under- 
taken to demon/trate, in the ſame Diſcourſe, that, not- 
(e) Memoirs. (d) Hiſt, of the Ir, Reb, (e) Hiſt. Ir. Reb, 

, Hiſt, Ir, Reb, (g) Serm. | | 

of hh withſtanding 


* — 


E 


withſtanding theſe, and many more dangerous Diſqua- 
lifications, they may and ought to be tolerated and in- 
dulged by us; and that Religion of theirs too, which 
has made them thus wicked and formidable, LEGALLY 
ESTABLISHED ; for this wonderful Reaſon, wiz. be- 
cauſe theſe Catholics are a Sett of the arranteſt Knawes, 
by Principle, or the ſtupideſt and moſt incorrigible 
Fools, by Nature and Education, that ever infeſted or 
diſgraced this, or any other State. | 

F ſhall here, my Lord, produce the Doctor's own 
curious Reaſoning and Argumentation on this Head, 
for Proof of what I have advanced. (+4) ** tho' wicked 
Doctrines, ſays he, broached with Deſign, and con- 
ducted with Impiety, V. G. that the Pope may diſpenſe 
with all Oaths ; that he may abſolve Subjects from their 
Allegiance ; that Faith may not be kept with Hereticks; 
that heretical Princes may be ſlain by their Subjects, if 
the Church Commands, are not to be endured ; yet, 
(adds he) the major Part of the preſent Profeſſors (of 
thoſe Tenets) may be fre2 of that Deſign, and of the 
Impiety too; becauſe in many Caſes, they may not ſee 
the Conſequences of their own Opinions, nor the Eval 
of their Doctrines; and where they do not, they are 
not, in Strictneſs, to be charged to them.“ Give me 
Leave my Lord, to obſerve here, that, as the preſent 
Regiſtry Bill, for which he is pleading, concerns the 
Popiſb Clergy only (ſome of whom, I am told, would, 
if they were permitted, freely enter the Liſts with the 
Doctor himſelf on theſe or any ether controverted 
Points, and, perhaps, be an Over-match for him) your 
Grace will eaſily diſcern who the Perſons are, whom he 
thus charges with the groſſeſt Ignorance imaginable ; 
I mean that of the ſe/f-evident Conſequences of their 
own plain, ſuppoſed Opinions ; a Charge, in Truth, 
almoſt as groundleſs and confident, as that of the Opi- 
nions themſelves ! | 

But, allowing theſe Popiſb Clergymen to have ſome 
ſmall Pittance of Reaſon and Learning, (and a very 


_ *- ſmall one, God knows! will enable them to ſee the 


Conſequences of ſuch Opinions, and the Evil of ſuch 
Doctrines,) this Divine tells us, (i) © that, even where 


they do ſee them, PreſcrPtion is a Prejudice unſur- 
(5) Serm. p. 14. (i) Serm. p. 14. 61th 1698 
| mountabls 
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(8) 
mountable ; and that where Prejudices are invincible, 
tho' they are ill. grounded and falſe, yet they are not 
Criminal !” | | | FA 
Can this Gentleman, my Lord, be deemed ſerious, 

when he affirms, that Men of Learning and Education, 
ſuch as many of the Popiſh Clergy are, may believe and 
maintain the Lawfulneſs of Treaſon, Perfidy and Mur- 
der, in the Caſes above-mentioned ; and yet be igno- 
rant of the terrible Conſequences that may ariſe from 
ſuch Belief and Doctrine? Or that, ſeeing theſe Con/e- 
quences, and even believing the Lawfulneſs of them, 
ſuch Men are yet not Criminal; nay, that they are 
worthy of Favour, Protection, and a legal Eftabliſbment 
among us, becauſe truly they have been educated, from 
their Childhood, in the Belief of ſuch Lavofulneſs; 
and becauſe ſuch Education muſt be looked upon, in 
them, as Productive of Ignorance truly invincible ? 

That this Writer, my Lord, is dextrous enough at 

what himſelf calls (% Political Paſt time, we have had, 
ſome Years ſince, a very convincing Proof from his 
Pen; yet not ſuch a Proof neither, as ſhewed him to 
be abſolutely - *nimitable in that Species of Writing; 
but tis preſent Flight, my Lord, is vaſtly more to 
and ſublime, becauſe, I fuppoſe, his preſent more im- 
portant Subject required it ſhould be ſo. And, in. 
Truth, to advance, as he has done, firſt from the Pul- 
pit, and afterwards from the Prefs, the ſtrange meta- 

hyficat Paradoxes I have mentioned, and the yet 
Pisser Aryucitonts in fupport of them, (and that too 
with the beſt mimicked Gravity in the World.) teems 
to me ſo'exalted a Strain of Theological Paſt time, that 
I deſpair of ſeeing it equalled by any other Clerical Ge- 
ä | 

But how ludicrouſly ſoever the Doctor has been 

pleaſed to hold forth, on ſo mournful an Occaſion, as 
that of his preſent Sermon was, the Author of the Let - 
R to your Grace ſeems not leſs to bave affected this, 
unnatural Strain of Archneſs and Pleaſantry, on the 
ſame ſad Topic of Religious Slander ; rho”, 'I confefs, 
he has fallen far ſhort of im in the Execution of it: 
For how, my Lord, can he poſſibiy be thought in Ear- 
0) About the Year 1753, he publiſhed a party Pamphlet with 


ne ſt 


419) 

neſt; in his Attempt to prove that the Church of 
Rome juſtifies Fraud and Murder, committed on a Reli- 
gious Account,” by ſimply. affirming, that ſhe (that 
Church) “ did ſubſcribe to the Maſſacre, called the 
Sicilian Veſpers, which was executed on the French, 
A. D. 1282, for oppoſing, (ſays he,) the Pope's Supre- 
macy, the Religion of the Proteſtants of Ireland; and to 
the Pariſian Maſſacre on the Feaſt of St. Bartbolome au 
I need not obſerve to your Grace, that had this Writer 
pretended to point, in this Place, to any authentic Re- 
cord, or even to tolerable Hiſtory-Book, where theſe 
curious Subſcriptions, of the Romiſh Church might be 
found, it might have ſomewhat dampt the Mirth of his 
leſs knowing Readers on one Side of the Queſtion, at 
leaſt until ſuch Reference were looked into : He did not 
therefore carry the Jeſt ſo far. On the other Hand, 
my Lord, I cannot ſuppoſe him ſo illiterate, as not to 
have read, or heard, what every Novice in Hiſtory 
knows to be true, that the French, in 1282, were much 
more ſtaunch and catholic, in their Belief of the Pope's 
Supremacy, (in which, even at this Day, they differ a 
little from the Proteflants of Ireland,) and of every 
other Article of the Popiſh Religion, than they are at 
dreſent: As alſo that (/) they held their Title, at that 
8 to the Kingdom of Sicily, from the Pope him- 
ſelf, and were, therefore, wholly in that Intereſt. So 
that, my Lord, it is manifeſt to me, that this Gentle- 

man never could have ſeriouſy meant to prove, that the 

Church of Rome juſtifies Fraud and Murder, on a Re- 
ligious Account, by barely affirming things, as Facts, 
(m) © Which, (to uſe his own Words, ) ate fo exprefly 
contradicted in Hiſtory, that the Father of Lies himſelf 
muſt have bluſhed to advance them.” 

Beſides, my Lord, he could not have been ignorant, 
that altho' the Sicilian Maſſacre was committed by 
Papifts on Papiſts, and that of St. Bartholomew, by Pa- 
- fiſts on Hugonots, the Church of Rome had nothing at 
all te do with either; for it neither counciled nor con- 
trived them before, nor approved them after their Per- 
petration: He is, he muſt be, in his Seul convinced, 
that that Church ever did, doth, and ever will condemn 
and deteſt ſuch infernal Butcheries. The Sicilian Maſ- 


(1) See Fazell apud Spondan, No, 11. (m) Letter, p. 6. 
ſacre, 


| (10) 

ſacre, my Lord, was the barbarous Reſult of a civil Con- 
fpiracy of the Natives, who thought themſelves oppreſ- 
ſed by their Taſk-maſters, the French, and took that moſt 
unchriſtian and inhuman Method to ſhake off their Ty- 
rany, That of St. Bartholomew was planned, and or- 
dered to be executed, by the French King himſelf, with- 
out the Participation, as far as hath been yet found, of 
the Pope, or any popiſh Eccleſiaſtic whatever: For he, 
Charles IXth himſelf (n) © commanded (they are his own 
Words, in D'Awvila) all thoſe Rebels againſt his Perſon 
and Kingdom to be deſtroyed ; becauſe, notwithſtandin 

his gracious Pardon, ſo often grantedto their former Of- 
fences, they ſtill returned, with perfidious Obſtinacy, 
to plot new Treaſons and Inſurrections, until at laſt he 
was neceſſitated to prevent them, for Fear of being pre- 
vented ; having miraculouſly diſcovered their Conſpi- 
racy to take away his Life, and the Lives of the Queen 
his Mother, of the Dukes of Anjou, and Alanzon, his 
Brothers, &#c.”— I am fully ſenſible, my Lord, that 
this humourous Letter-writer will laugh moſt immode- 
rately at the ſober Gravity of my Anſwers to Arguments 
intended by him merely to divert his more knowing 
Readers ; but, as other Readers may be weak enough to 
think him downright Fee and therefore may be in 
Danger of being led aſtray by him; and as theſe very 
Arguments have been ſometimes ſeriouſſy urged, by o- 
ther Writers, againſt Roman Catholics, I have ventured 
thus far, (even at the Riſque and Peril of his Ridicule,) 
to point to the real hiſtorical Facts they are pretended 
to be ſupported by. And indeed, my Lord, I believe 
there are few Authors, beſides himfelf, that would have 
treated ſo wantonly and ludicrouſly, a Subject, in 
which the Peace and Characters of ſo many Thouſands 
of our harmlefs and diſtreſſed Countrymen are con- 
cerned, eſpecially in a Letter addreſſed to your Grace. 
Nor doth his citing the Lateran Council, with ſuch 
affected Gravity, to prove it an Article of the Romiſb 
Faith, that Popes are inveſted with a Power to depoſe 
Proteſtant Kings and Sovereign Princes, and to abſolve 
their Subjects from their Allegiance to them; make him 
appear to me, in the leaſt degree, more ſerious, or ra- 


() D' Avila B. 5th p. 185. | 
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ther leſ: ludicrous, than he has done on the former 
Heads: For your Grace perfectly knows, (and the Let- 
ter writer eannot be ignorant,) that Roman-Catholics 
never did believe, that thoſe Decrees of their general 
Councils, which relate to diſcipline only, (as that in 
| Queſtion undoubtedly does,) can conſtitute an, Arti- 
cle of their Faith, or bind their Church «niverſal- 
ly, as thoſe relating to Doctrine confeſſedly do. On 
the contrary, thoſe Decrees of Diſcipline are known 
to depend, as to their binding Power, on the previous 
free Acceptance of particular national, and even pro- 
vincial Churches, and may be, and often are, rejected 
by theſe Churches, when found detrimental, or incon- 
venient in Point of Time, Place, or other incidental 


Contingencies ; as is manifeſt in the allowed RejeQion 


of ſome of the diſciplinary Decrees of the Council of 
Trent, and of other general Councils in different Parts 
of the World, where the Popiſh Religion is eſtabliſhed ; 
without the leaſt Breach of Communion on the Part of 
the Rejectors, or the leaſt Danger of Cenſure, or the 
leaſt Imputation of Heterodoxy from the Pope, or any 
of his ſubordinate Tribunals. | | 


Nor is this all, he muſt be an utter Stranger, indeed, 


to the firſt Rudiments of the Latin Tongue, (which I am 


very far from thinking him,) to imagine, as he ſeems to 
have done, that by the original Words of that Lateran 
Canon (Poteſtates Seculares) Kings and Sovereign Prin- 
ces muſt be neceſſarily under/iood ; when it is plain, from 
the Context, from Hiſtory, and from many other known 
Circumſtances of that Affair, that Civil Magiſtratez, 
Viceroys, and petty feudatory Princes, were fignified 
and intended by them. (o) Your Grace needs not to be 
informed, that the Embaſſadors ofall the ſupreme Lords, 
Princes, and Kings, of the whole Latin Church; parti- 
cularly thoſe of the Emperor of the Kings of England, of 
France, of Hungary, of Arragon, of Cyprus, and Hieru- 
ſalem; together with thoſe of Baldwin, Earl of Flan- 
ders, then Emperor of Conſtantinople, and of Frederic, 
King of Sicily, Emperor of Rome ele& ; were preſent, 
and aſſiſting, in that Council: And is it probable, 
Lord, that theſe Embaſſadors would have ſuffered ſuch 
a Decree to paſs unobjefed to, and even unnoticed by 
(e) Hiſt, Concil. Latean 


them 
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them, had they the leaſt Cauſe of Scruple, or Surmiſe, 
that it, in any Manner, affected the Dignity, Power, or 
Juriſdiction of Kings, and Sovereign Princes? Is it e- 
ven poſſible, that theſe Embaſſadors, or ſome of them at 
leaſt, would not, in ſuch a Caſe, have proteſted againſt, 
and vigorouſly oppoſed, a Decree, fo derogatory, and 
deſtructive to all the moſt eſſential Rights of Sovereign- 
ty in their reſpective Maſters ? And yet J appeal to your 
Grace's Knowledge in Hiſtory, that nothing at all of 
that Kind, whether in the Form of Obje&ion, Proteſt, 
or other Oppoſition, was then done by any of them. 

| Your Grace thus plainly perceives, that this ſpacious 
Argument, brought from the Lateran Council, to prove 
that Popes can abſolve Subjects from their Allegiance 
to Proteſtant Kings, and Sovereign Princes, is nugatory 
and ironical, and intended meerly as ſuch by this Wri- 
ter himſelf: a farther Proof of which, my Lord, is his 
inſtancing, as one of the diſmal Effects of this Lateran 
Decree, the [»] Depoſition of the German Emperor, 
Henry IV. by Pope Gregory VII. when every Smatterer 
in Hiſtory knows, and conſequently he muſt have 
known, that both Henry IV. and Gregory VII. were 
laid in their Graves, many Years before that Council 
was convened. 

T ſhall trouble your Grace with but one ſhort Remark 
more, and that on an humourous, but malicious Turn, 
which this whimſical Letter-auritter affects to give, with 
ſome Gravity, to a known Matter of Fact, by which it 
is fully manifeſt, that Papiſis ſhew ſome Regard to the 
Obligation, and ſacredneſs of an Oath, and that is, 
their refuſing to take ſuch Oaths as are oppoſite to their 
Conſciences, however conducive they may be to their 
temporal Intereſts. On this Occaſion, he confidently, 
but ſtill ironically, tells your Grace, that (g) the only 
Oaths which Roman-Catholicks are remarkably tender- 
conſcienced in, are thoſe of Abjuration and Allegiance ; 
"not out of a Perſuaſion, adds he, that they cannot be ab- 
ſolved from the Obligation of them, but.becauſe there is 
-an expreſs and particular Exception made againſt their 
taking them at any Rate, by a Bull of Pope Urban VIII. 

Had this Man, my Lord, inſtead of the Oath of Al- 
legiance, vouchſafed to couple that of Supremacy with 
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the Oath of Abjuration, as two Oaths, which Roman 


Catholicks are remarkably tender-eonſcienced in taking, 


I ſhould have been tempted to think him /% for in earn- 
eſt; becauſe it is a known and undeniable Truth, that 


they cannot take either of theſe Oaths, without direQly 


apoſtatiſing from the eſſential Tenets of their Religion; 
and that no Pope whatſoever, or general Council, can 
diſpenſe with, or make it lawful for them, to take theſe 
Oaths, or either of them. But, as for an Oath of pure 
Allegiance and Fidelity, unmix ed with every thing elſe 
that may claſh with the e of their Conſciences, I 
will venture to aſſure your Grace, that they will not re- 
fuſe to take it, whenever it ſhall be thought proper to 
tender it to them, even with this materia] Clauſe of 
their Perſuaſion and Belief, That neither the Pope, ner 
any other Power on Earth, can ob ſolue them from the 
Obligation of it | 
This is a ſerious and eaſfily-experimented Truth: 
But that Roman Catholics, my Lord, ſhould be tender- 
conſcienced in taking the Oath of Abjuration, for no 


other Reaſon, but becauſe a Pope has prohibited the 
taking of at am Rate; and that it is their Perſuaſion, , 


that the ſame papal Power can abſolve them from the 
Obligation of the Oath of Allegiance, when taken, are 
two ſuch glaring and ridiculous Falſhoods, advanced by 
this Letter-awriter, that nothing but his being in Jeſt, 


in Drink, or in an aQuual raving Fit, can excuſe him 


for having uttered them: 

My Lord, I have no particular Intereſt in this Con- 
troverſy, which way ſoever it may happen to be decid- 
ed; nor any other Motive for engaging. in it at all, but 
the Love of Truth and Juſtice aſone I have ever 


been of Opinion, that, next to the inherent Guilt of 


actual Treaſon, Perfidy, and Murder, that of falſely 
accuſing others of maintaining the Lawwfulne/3. of them 
ou. Principle, is the greateſt and moſt henious: And I 
declare to your Grace, it is my firm Belief, (and that 
after the cloſeſt and moſt impartial Enquiry too) that, 
however the wicked Practices of ſome profligate, though 
eminent Paris, may ſeem to have been formed on 


ſuch deteſtable Principles, as theſe Writers have impu- 


ted to them &//, (and has not our own Religion its pro- 
fligate Profeſſors, and thoſe of Eminence too?) yet 
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theſe Practiees are as oppoſite to the irit and Tendency 
of their Religion, as Falſehood is to Truth, or Dark- 
neſs coLight. | | 

Your Grace will indulge me in one Word more, by 
Way of Concluſion, concerning the Power of diſpenſing 
with the Allegiance of Subjects to their true and natu- 
ral Prince, when the Preſervation of their civil or ec- 
cleſiaſtic Rights ſeems to require it: That Power, my 
Lord, exclaimed againſt, and miſunderſtood as it is, has 
not been claimed or exerciſed by the Ryman Pontiff 
alone. Your Grace is fully ſenſible, that it has been 
ſeverely exerted* and on a religious Account to, in many 
Countries, where the Doctrine of the Reformation hath 
been moſt prevalent and pure, and particularly in theſe 
Kingdoms; in order to bring about and eſtabliſh, as it 
effectually did, a late happy and glorious Event: An ® 
Event, my Lord, which will, } am ſure, be commemo- 
rated, with gratetul Honour, by our latett Proteſt ant 
Poſterity. | 
Jam. My Loup, 

With real Reſpect, 

Your Grace's mo? 
Obedient Humble Servart, 
.. 


# Revolution. 


